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My name is Malala Yousafzi.

My name means sad or 
grief stricken…but I’m 

not…in fact, my 
grandfather called me 

Malala….



I was born in Mingora in the

My dad

Ziauddin

 my mom

Toor Pekai
my two younger 

brothers

Kushal and Atal

Of Pakistan.

I grew up with



My dad is a poet

And owns and runs schools, including where I attend

Girls under 12, 
though not in school, 
are free to have fun, 

playing with friends in 
the street

Like a 
butterfly

When girls turn 13, 
they are confined to the 
home and are no longer 

free.

My dad would say to me growing up…



My dad enrolled me into his school 
so that I could be an educated 
butterfly.

The swat valley was under rule 
of an evil organization, the 

Taliban, that limited women and 
girls from being outside, going 
shopping and from getting an 

education

But I would have nightmares of going to 
school with helicopters flying overhead



In 2008, when I was 11, the Taliban blew up 150 
schools like this one



By the next year, I was…

Speaking at local press clubs

How dare the 
Taliban take away my 

basic right to 
education?

I also wrote for a blog for the 
British Broadcasting corporation blog, 
that was read around the world

Over the next two years, I spoke with 
many regarding the need for equal 
access to education…

Though, With more 
coverage, came more 
danger from the taliban



Since I spoke up for everything against the Taliban’s beliefs, In the 
summer of 2012, the Taliban decided to go forward with my execution

On the night of October 9th, 2012, when I was 15, I was riding home 
with classmates on a bus after taking a test.

gunmen entered the bus with guns and asked for me.

They shot me in the face with one bullet traveling from my left eye

down my neck, and ended up  in my shoulder



I was airlifted to Peshawar to 
have five hour operation…

Offers came from around the 
world to help in my recovery

I would have additional surgeries 
while recovering in the United 
Kingodm

My recovery would continue 
beyond my release from the 
hospital in January 2013



Being shot did not stop my activism…

An audience with Queen 
Elizabeth II

Meeting the Obama’s at the 
White House in October 2013

The same month as my White House 
visit, my first book was published.

A year later, a children’s edition 
was published.

In 2014, I became the youngest 
recipient of the Nobel Peace 
prize.

I used my notoriety to stand up 
for the rights of children, girls, 
and refugees.

My family was there and saw me 
as the happiest girl in the 
world.
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